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BEFORE EACH chapfer,
there 15 a brief passage like this that tells you
a fifle Wit about miy fowrmey to Islom.

[ come Fo Istam after Hrree decades of restless
dissetisfaction with convernfronal Chrisfianity.,
Although e réad a lot of contersion stories
srce [ embraced [slom tn March of 2003,

[ Ruven’t fonend many Mt cried the Gospels
s o point of ermtry fo the Holy Qeer ',

That is hote a1t s for me.

If you are o Christinn readimg this book,
plense kot thal wiet folletos @5 not mieanrt
disrespectfully, but w offered only in the
serrvice of @ deep, shared love of the Messnth.
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OINE:

Why ‘Mere’?

THE DEEPEST AMND BITTEREST curse of ancient China,
supposedly, was *May vou live in interesting times_®

Those of us who have lived as Christians in the late
twentieth and early twenty-first centuries hawve, for
reasons that may mystify us, found ourselves living in
very interesting times indeed. In recent years,
uneasiness about Islam  has been increasingly
impassible to ignore in the United States, Europe, and
Australia.

In particular, one hears a great deal today about a
‘war,” ‘conflict,” or ‘clash” between Islam and
Christianity. The topic is so prominent in the media
that many people assume that there is something
irreconcilable bebween these two approaches to God. 1t
is not surprising, then, that so many Christians of gond
will have concluded that Islam and Christianity are
fundamentally incompatible.
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Yot, if, by “Christianity’, we mean ‘that which
Jesus Christ meant to convey to his hearers”, 1 believe
that these people of good will may well be mistaken
when they tell us that Islam is incompatible with
Christianity.

What's more, [ believe we can now make the case
that the historically oldest Gospel verses reflacting the
reported sayings of Jesus are entirely compatible with
Islam.

LR R

This is a book for Chrstians, and about Islam. These
days, anyone who writes such a book should expect
to face a skepficel andience, and that is just as well.
Skepticism about important matters is healthy.

Whalt's more, the author of a book like this one
should probably expect only thowghtfil Christians to
acoompany him to the end of the page, or, God willing,
bevond. Only thoughtful people are willing to examine
their own religious assumptions closely.

The thoughtful, skeptical Christian, then, is the
audience for this book. That you have read even this
far suggests that you are a thoughtful Christian. Sa
please complete the equation and be as skeptical as
you possibly can as you make your way through these

pages.
WER
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What, specifically, is there to be skeptical about?

We can start with the title. The book is called
Beyond Mere Christianity for two reasons. First, in
response o C5 Lewis' influential 1952 work, Mere
Chrisfianify, which stands as a masterpiece of Christian
apologetics and perpetuates, I believe, a long-standing
betrayal of the ministry of Jesus.

The second reason, perhaps less obvious, is that a
case can be made, based on current, responsible Gospel
scholarship, that Jesus was calling his people to the
Salvation that lies beyond the worship of the merely
created, and that relies instead on the direct worship of
the Creator. 1 believe emphatically that this variety of
direct worship is Islam, and that the authentic words
of Jesus emphatically invite us to move beyond what is
conventionally understond as Christianity for this
Salvation, and enter with no delay the *house” of lslam
(to bormmow a metaphor from Lewis). Which room we
choose o oocupy once we're inside, of course, is up o
L.

If you're a Christian, and you find that you are
skeptical about these points, then we're ready to move

414
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The word ‘Islam’ means, simultaneously, “submission®
and "peace”. This faith demands in no uncertain terms
that its adherents reject anything and everything that
conflicts with obedience to God. It does not mandate
blind ocbedience to any human authaority.

I believe that someone who scrupulously follows
this religion’s command of submission to God Alone is
in fact adhering completely to the authentic teachings
of Jesus, at least to the degree that they are reflected in
the surviving Gospels. 1 also believe this religion is
precisely the same one he preached and practiced.

Holding and expressing this view has led me into
any number of interesting life experiences, many of
which involved heated discussions with Christians
who believed a) that I had no right to describe myself
any longer as a follower of Jesus, and b) that Islam and
Christianity have far more separating them than they
have in common. This book challenges thoughtful
Christiams to consider the discussions that follow
before coming to a final conclusion on a) and b), above.

Taw

If you are a Christian, the idea that Jesus practiced the
same faith that today’s mews broadcasts hold

responsible for so many of the world's problems
probably seems far-fetched to yow
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